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THE SCOOP

IT’S A 
DOGGONE 
SHAME

THE BIG PICTURE 
by Sandra Sines. President 

They say everything in life is cyclical.
The animal shelter business is no 
different. In 2019, our intake numbers 
were down, and like many shelters 
in New England, we were wondering 
how to justify our existence. New 
England has done an excellent job 
over the last 25 years getting the 
message out to spay and neuter your 
pets. The dogs always seemed to 
fare better than cats. To some a dog 
is a bigger investment of time and 
money, a closer companion than a 
cat. Shelters were always loaded with 
cats and kittens, not dogs. 

But the situation in nearly every other 
part of the country was still horrific. 
According to the ASPCA nearly 
400,000 dogs are killed annually. 
World Animal Foundation.org 
reports that 6.3 million animals enter 
shelters ever year. The highest rate of 

euthanasia occurs in California, Texas, 
Florida, North Carolina and Louisiana. 
Some of these shelters “process” tens 
of thousands of animals a year with 
little or no resources or regulations. 

So let’s go back to 2019. Shelters in 
the Northeast needed animals and 
thus the transport era began; and 
it seemed to be a perfect marriage. 
When Covid hit everything changed 
again. The puppies were coming 
up on a weekly basis by the dozens. 
Stay at home families were eager 
to add animals to their families 
and it worked, it was amazing! 
Animals were flying off the shelves; 
neighborhoods were filled with dog 
walking newbies. Some families 
adopted a few dogs. 
Dogs were getting plenty of 
attention. Everyone was happy. What 
could possibly go wrong? Just about 
everything. (see related story for 
details) 

So once again, in 2023, we find 
ourselves full of dogs. This is a 
terrible turn of events that seems to 
have wiped out years of hard work. 
Transporting animals is not the 
answer. It was a well-intentioned 
idea but the demand has drastically 

fallen and now rescues are 
scrambling to find good homes or 
they will have to stop transporting. 
So when they can’t take dogs, the 
dogs are euthanized.  After decades 
of no –kill advocacy for all animals in 
2023 dogs are still being euthanized 
at an alarming rate because of the 
lack of spay-neuter regulations 
and funding. This is not a knock 
on the rest of the country but this 
has to stop. We can help and we 
should help, but we need to work 
on the root cause of the problem 
and decrease the unwanted pet 
population.

There are 400 animal shelters 
and rescues legally operating in 
Massachusetts and most are 100% 
full with dogs. The Mass Dept. of 
Agriculture oversees interstate 
animal transport. The licensing 
regulations are very strict. Sadly, not 
all groups are licensed and some 
do not follow the rules. This means 
even more dogs end up here. QAS is 
not currently licensed for transport. 
Nonetheless, we are committed to 
helping every dog and cat that needs 
our help. Sadly once again we can 
justify our existence. 
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THE IMPACT ON 
QAS NOW 
By Maura Porter, CPDT-KA
QAS Canine Manager
Clear Skies Dog Training and 
Evaluation, LLC

Recently QAS had five puppies born 
at the shelter and ten adult dogs 
needing care. Every kennel was 
taken. We were closed for canine 
intake due to lack of room. The 
volunteers had enough time to get 
the dogs out during their shifts, 
but there was no extra time, no 
enrichment, no double walks.

We wish we could tell you that this 
was an anomaly. But every shelter or 
rescue across the country is full, with 
more and more surrender calls or 
emails coming in daily. Not since the 
1990’s have we seen overpopulation 
like this. Shelter and rescue resources 
are maxed out and the sad reality 
is healthy young dogs (and cats) are 
being dumped or euthanized at 

alarming rates.
There are many factors which have 
contributed to this sad tsunami 
of events:  Covid restrictions, the 
economy, overbreeding, breeding for 
money and lack of training leading to 
behavioral issues.

Even before the pandemic, we had 
more dogs than homes, but then 
Covid made things much worse. The 
pandemic closed most spay and 
neuter programs for over two years. 
This led to a lot of surprise litters. In 
addition, the economy shut down 
and the price of everything increased. 
Many citizens found themselves 
unable to afford pet food and vet 
care, and there are very limited 
options of low cost care. Add to this 
the backyard breeders and puppy 
mills who did not stop breeding 
since puppies sadly became a source 
of income.

Now we are seeing 1-3 year old dogs 
being dumped or surrendered who 
have had no socialization or training. 
Owners who got cute puppies and 

were with them 24/7, got called back 
to work and their now adult dog is 
stressed with a world for which they 
were not trained or prepared. Many 
of these dogs end up being given up 
by owners who were not prepared 
for dog ownership. It is the sad, under 
socialized, surrendered dog who pays 
the price.

There are hopes that with spay 
and neuter programs back up 
that birth levels will drop. That will 
certainly help, but there is a need 
in this country for increased spay 
and neuter programs especially 
in the south. Low cost programs 
including veterinarian aid needs to 
be increased. And finally, but in many 
ways the most vitally important is 
education on the importance of 
training and socializing adopted 
dogs. A well trained dog is less likely 
to be surrendered but if he or she is 
surrendered, it makes adoption to 
a new home much more likely to 
succeed. We owe this to our dogs 
who rely on us to guide them. This is 
what loving your dog truly looks like.

THE KINDNESS OF STRANGERS

Lucy Gagliardi

This year QAS was chosen as one 
of 17 charitable organizations who 
accepted a very large gift from the 
Estate of Lucy Gagliardi. When we 

got the legal paperwork, we had no 
idea who Lucy was. Usually when 
someone leaves us money there’s 
some sort of connection. Maybe they 
adopted a pet or maybe we helped 
them in their time of need but we 
couldn’t figure this one out.  Still, 
we filled out the paperwork and 
returned it to the attorney.

One Saturday, a woman named 
Jean Every came in to say hi and tell 
us a little bit about her friend Lucy. 
Lucy didn’t have any connection to 
QAS. She liked animals. She didn’t 
have one. But Lucy, the last surviving 
member of her family, wanted to 
share her good fortune with others. 

Jean helped Lucy choose the 
17 charities by looking at other 
people’s obituaries and saw who 
the families asked donations to go 
to and she saw QAS! Jean thought 
it would be a nice idea for Lucy to 
be recognized publically for her 
generosity. She thought Lucy might 
like us to get a big check so we did 
just that and took a cool photo!

We are so grateful to Lucy and Jean 
for choosing our organization as a 
recipient. We assured Jean, that in 
Lucy’s honor this money will go to 
good use, and take care of as many 
animals as we can.
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THESE CATS WILL: 
• Might like other cats and have lived with 

other cats before! Others would prefer to 
live without cats, and have only lived with 
one person their entire lives.

• Over time, they will most likely get used to 
one or two people who will be allowed to 
touch them. They might hang out near you, 
or sleep on your bed.

• They do well with patient, kind people with 
a quiet household, who want to make a 
difference for a special cat.

• They are a fine choice for situations where 
you don’t have a lot of time to devote to a 
pet – most of these kitties do not need or 
want much attention from people.

THESE CATS WILL NOT: 
• They will not magically turn into a normal cat; 

what you see is what they will be like for a long 
time, maybe always. 

• They are not a good choice for loud busy 
homes. 

• They are not good choice for homes with young 
children

When we observe cats in our shelter environment 
we see behaviors that may or may not be how they 
will be in your home. Even the very best shelter 
environments are stressful and we may not see 
their true personality. Our team shares as much 
information as we can so that you can make a good 
decision for you and your family. How a new pet is 
introduced to a new home sets the stage for trust 
and hopefully a purrfectly imperfect match! 

If you are interested in sharing your home with one 
of these cats, please talk to our adoption team. 

OPEN YOUR HOME 
AND YOUR HEART 
TO A DIFFERENT 
KIND OF CAT

So not all cats are “perfect”, friendly, 
outgoing lap cat companions. Just 
like people, they have different 
personalities and life experiences 
that shape the way they behave 

and interact. Some cats are highly 
adaptable to new situations, but not 
all. Some love strangers and kids and 
other animals, some do not. Why 
is this important to understand? 
Because these cats need homes too. 
They might not be future TIKTOK 
stars or InstaCats but they might 
surprise you and they can definitely 
warm your heart. 

Commonly and incorrectly called 
“feral” cats, Spirit Cats are very shy 

with people. They live in your home 
peacefully, but visitors will never see 
them. They are cats who live with 
you, they may let you touch them, 
or they may come near you but not 
to close. A shadow cat is a shy cat 
that is often overlooked in a foster 
home or adoption center. They are 
likely to stay in their cage and will 
not come out and engage with 
potential adopters but could come 
out of their shell once they are in a 
home.
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MEET THE MANAGER

ELISSA DONNELLY

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

TONY VENTO

Lisa was a USPS letter carrier for 30 years. When she 
retired in 2018, she joined QAS and became a dog 
walker. Lisa joined the adoption team in 2019 as a greeter 
and when Covid hit, the adoption team needed help 
processing applications and she jumped right in. Last 
November our Adoption Manager had to step down 
and she agreed to take on the role of acting Adoption 
Manager. 

Elissa is super committed to making sure that our 
animals go into the best homes possible. Last year 
she received the 2022 Shelter Director’s award for her 
numerous contributions to the organization. 

Elissa resides in Hough’s Neck with her two cats Tuukka 
and Trixie. 

You can’t get much more Quincy than Tony Vento!

I grew up in North Quincy in the 1950’s less than a mile 
from the current shelter. I graduated from NQHS in ‘68 
and Quincy Junior College in ’1970. I served in the Army 
National Guard from 1970 to 1976. I worked at Grossmans 
Lumber for 20 years. I then became a letter carrier in 
Quincy. I had a route in Germantown which is where 
I met and became friends with Lynda Southerland, a 
volunteer at the shelter. She suggested I volunteer. I 
wanted to be a dog walker but there were no openings 
but there was an opening for cats and I started shortly 
afterwards. I like working with the Friday morning 
crew, Joanne and Harriet. Before I came to the shelter 
I adopted “Shadow” a beautiful male Husky/Lab mix 
from the shelter in October of 2010. We ran a couple of 
Cause for Paws races, actually I ran, Shadow walked. I 
was an avid runner for 47 years and have run races from 
marathons to 5Ks. 

I have enjoyed my six years at the shelter and look 
forward hopefully to many more.
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SUCCESS STORIES

Submit Your Success Story! Did you adopt from QAS? If so, please tell us your success story! Don’t forget to 
attach photos! Send your story to qasthescoop@gmail.com

HONEY
She is enjoying life away from all 
those kids! I want you to know that 
Zina and Tim took me on my first 
camping trip and hiking!! I love my 
new family and I think they love me 
too. I’m still learning but love the 
attention I’m always receiving. I also 
love car rides!! 

MOSHPIT
Best cat name ever! Moshpit is fitting 
in great and is absolutely in love 
with our resident cat Weggy, they’re 
totally inseparable! 

LADY
Lady went home with QAS volunteer 
Steve and his wife and right into 
training with Maura Porter. She was 
a superstar, rocking impulse control 
and walking on a leash. . She is still 
our sweet little girl in every way. Now 
she has wonderful owners that really 
love her! 
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SUCCESS STORIES

YUKI
Key - now Yuki, is doing great! He 
bonded with my son first, now he 
is coming to us and snuggling and 
purring. Happily he is eating, using 
his litter box loves his new toys. He 
sits in the window and watches 
cars go by. May all the other shelter 
animals find their perfect matches. 
We got so lucky with this little 
snowball and we call him ours!  

OREO
Oreo was trapped by our feral team 
in September of 2021. After spending 
a few months in a foster home, he 
was adopted by a lovely couple in 
January of 2022. In March, he got 
out; they spent weeks searching 
for him, but sadly, he didn’t return. 
They gave up hope and brought 
another cat into their home. Fast 
forward to January 2023. A cat was 
being fed by a Good Samaritan who 
called QAS for help. It was Oreo! 
The original adopters were thrilled!  
They took him home; hopeful the 
two cats would get along.  After 2 
months of trying, it was apparent 
the cats weren’t going to be good 
housemates and Oreo was returned 
to QAS. He was quickly adopted into 
another good home where he is 
doing wonderfully! 

Submit Your Success Story! Did you adopt from QAS? If so, please tell us your success story! Don’t forget to 
attach photos! Send your story to qasthescoop@gmail.com
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DID YOU KNOW?

Your company 
may match 
your donation

If your company has a 
Matching Gift Program, 
your gift could be 
doubled, and twice as 
many animals could 
benefit! The match 
could be based on your 
monetary donation or 
the volunteer hours you 
serve.

Please check with your 
company’s Human 
Resources department. 
If they’ll match your 
charitable donations or 
volunteer hours, ask for 
a form and mail it to us 
at:

Quincy Animal Shelter
ATTN: Matching Gift 
Program
PO Box 690088
Quincy, 02269-0088

We are so very grateful 
when we receive 
your donations. Your 
contribution help us to 
give the care that our 
special residents need 
24/7, 365 days a year.

Quincy Animal Shelter 
is a public charity 
classified as exempt 
under section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue 
Code. Our tax ID 
number is 31-1703439. 
Questions? Call us at: 
617-376-1349.

MEMBERSHIP & DONATION FORM
Support the Quincy Animal Shelter and you will be saving the lives of hundreds of dogs 
and cats. Each year, QAS rescues, rehabilitates, and finds loving homes for unwanted 
animals, saving many from a life on the streets and an uncertain future.

All proceeds go towards animal care and operation of Quincy Animal Shelter. Your 
donation is tax deductible. 

As a member, you will receive QAS’ 
periodic newsletter to keep you informed 
of QAS happenings and be invited to our 
annual meetings.

Quincy Animal Shelter thanks you for 
donations of any amount.

Individual, $25

Senior (60+), $15

Family, $50

Annual Memberships

Donations (Non-membership)

Non-membership donation amount

$

The Mickey Medical Fund 
for extraordinary medical care

$

Wesley’s Wish Feral Cat Fund 
for the care of feral cats

$

The Quincy Animal Shelter (QAS) is a nonprofit organization designated under section 501(c}(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is 
recognized as a Massachusetts charity. The Quincy Animal Shelter will not share your contact information with any third party.

If you’ve moved or changed your address, 
you can use this form to update us.

Total amount enclosed: $

I want to remain anonymous

Your name

Address

City

Zip codeState

Email

Phone number

Company (if applicable)

Your information

INSTRUCTION 

1. Please make your check payable to: 
 Quincy Animal Shelter

2. Mail the check along with this form to:
 Quincy Animal Shelter
 P.O. Box 690088 
 Quincy, MA 02269

(617) 376-1349
P.O. Box 690088, Quincy, MA 02269

www.QuincyAnimalShelter.org
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GUARDIAN ANGEL 
SPONSORSHIP & 
TRIBUTE GIFT FORM
Quincy Animal Shelter offers multiple ways to make a 
donation in honor of your loved ones. Our Guardian Angel 
Cage & Kennel Sponsorships are available for 3, 6, or 12 
months. It can be dedicated to a family member, friend, 
or pet. You may also make a Tribute Gift in someone’s 
name.

All proceeds go towards animal care and operation of 
Quincy Animal Shelter. Your donation is tax deductible.

If you’ve moved or changed your address, you can use 
this form to update us.

A Guardian Angel card will be placed on a cage or kennel 
indicating your support. We can also include a photo that 
you provide!

3. Name & message to display on the card?

Name

Name

Total amount enclosed: $

Photo included

I want to remain anonymous

Message

Email

Your name

Address

City

Zip codeState

Email

Phone number

Address

Company (if applicable)
12 months
$300

6 months
$150

3 months
$75

2. How long would you like?

Cat cage Dog kennel

1. Where would you like it to be placed on?

Guardian Angel Cage & Kennel Sponsorships

In memory of In honor of

Name

2. If you want us to notify them of this donation, please 
provide their physical address or email.

1. I would love to donate $

Tribute Gift

Your information

INSTRUCTION

1. Please make your check payable to: 
 Quincy Animal Shelter
2. Mail the check along with this form to:
 Quincy Animal Shelter
 P.O. Box 690088, Quincy, MA 02269

The Quincy Animal Shelter (QAS) is a nonprofit organization designated under section 501(c}(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is 
recognized as a Massachusetts charity. The Quincy Animal Shelter will not share your contact information with any third party.

Card example

(617) 376-1349
P.O. Box 690088, Quincy, MA 02269

www.QuincyAnimalShelter.org
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In 1998, Don Conboy made a very 
brave decision to allow a group of 
very enthusiastic but inexperienced 
volunteers move in with him and 
work beside every day. The rest, as 
they say, is history. It has been quite 
a ride and we are glad that Don had 
faith in us. He supported us. I’m sure 
we drove him a little crazy but I think 
we would agree it was worth it. 
Don understood that accepting 
help from volunteers would 
improve conditions for the animals. 
Don worked with the volunteers, 
dismantling what had been the 
euthanasia room and adding cats 
to the canine residents. We should 
all be grateful to Don as he played 

A TRIBUTE TO DON CONBOY: SENIOR ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER

CONGRATULATIONS DON!

a big part in ending euthanasia in 
our city. Over the years, Don gave us 
tremendous leeway, allowing us to 
make the building more suitable for 
humane animal care and for us to 
conduct adoptions. When he realized 
our household washer and dryer 
weren’t going to cut it, he used grant 
money he had received to purchase 
us new, commercial ones. 

QAS would not be where it is today 
without Don’s friendship and support 
over the last 24 years. 
Don Conboy has served the city of 
Quincy for more than 30 years, 25 of 
them as the Senior Animal Control 
Officer.

From all of the QAS volunteers, we 
wish you a long, happy well deserved 
retirement.
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WISH LIST

 ` Any brand of dry cat food  
 for our feral pantry (open  
 bags ok!)

 ` Stewart Pro-Treat – The  
 Original Freeze Dried  
 Training Treat

 ` Fancy Feast Adult Cat – for  
 our Shelter Residents

 ` Cat Toys

 ` Paper Towels

 ` Bleach 

 ` Any HE brand laundry  
 detergent (must be High  
 Efficiency)

 ` “Yesterday’s News” Cat  
 Litter

 ` Interactive dog toys like  
 Buster Cubes and balls  
 (no tennis), unbreakoballs,  
 Chuckit! Balls

 ` NEW Plastic litter boxes  
 and NEW plastic litter  
 scoops with tags and  
 stickers (litter boxes   
 cannot be used

 ` Postage stamps

 ` Gift cards to grocery   
 stores

 ` Jolly Ball dog toys,   
 Boomer Ball dog toys

 ` Kong Dog Toy – Medium  
 and Large

 ` Plush Squeaky Toys for  
 dogs or cats

 ` Wisdom or Embark DNA  
 testing kits.

All brands and sizes are 
welcome, otherwise noted.

HONORING 
CATHY 
PARSONS
In June we lost another beloved 
volunteer. Cathy Parsons joined the 
QAS Adoption Team as a Greeter 
in 2010 and then took on the role 
of Adoption manager in 2013. She 
embraced the role and loved her 
work. She was dedicated to QAS and 

all of the friends she made along the 
way. We will miss her adventurous 
spirit, her wit and of course her smile. 
Although her absence has left a 
hole in many hearts, we know she 
is watching over us and all of our 
animals. 

As a final act in her honor, Lisa 
Donnelly finalized an adoption on 
the trunk of a car at Cathy’s wake! 
Cathy would totally approve and is 
surely smiling at that one! 
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Quincy really is everything at Break 
Rock Brewery. 

We love our new neighbors! 
Volunteers recently attended our 
second event at Break Rock, Quincy’s 
best Brewery.  

Break Rock was excited to launch 
a local beer series with QIE. It is a 
fun and easy way  to connect with 
residents while making an impact 
on local charities. When Jeff Sullivan 
of QIE and I chatted months ago, he 
offered the idea of pairing the first 

THANK YOU QIE!   

KITTEN
WISH LIST

 ` Royal Canin Mother and  
      Baby Cat food (wet and dry)

 ` Pedialyte  (No Flavor-  
 Unflavored)

 ` Nail Trimmers

 ` Thermometers (specific  
 animal ones if possible)

 ` Non Clumping Cat Litter- 
 UNSCENTED

 ` Kitten Toys

Caring for more than 150 
kittens and their moms can 
be very expensive. They can 
come to us with special 
needs so it is important that 
are well stocked to care for 
them. 

beer with Quincy Animal Shelter 
as a beneficiary. We thought it was 
a great idea given the important 
work QAS has done and is doing 
in the community. We had great 
fun developing the beer style and 
label art during the process, and 
we are looking forward to more of 
these beers coming down the line 
- including the next release in late 
June 2023.” 

-Jay Southwood, Founder & 
President, Break Rock Brewing.
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TRIBUTES
IN MEMORY OF
Denise Anderson, Catherine Verderico, 
Peggy Killeen, Janet Hogan, Catherine 
& Joseph Conti, Paul & Betty Hogan 
Mahoney,The Gnoza Family
Lisa Campbell, Jean Campbell
Kathleen “Kitty” Campbell, 
Cindy Haigh, Tom & Fran McKinnon
Kathy Barry Cleveland, Mary Govani
Bud Collyer, Irene Collyer
Nadine Crupi, Tony Crupi
Rosemarie Gallo, Tom & Peg Pacella, 
Sarah Blanchard, Joanne Lindsey
Al Grarchen, Lorrie Thomas
Gayle Harding, Judith Parker, Corcoran 
Management Company
Elaine Kell, Janet Moniz
Mary Kennedy, Barbara Micale & Jim 
Fiske, Sheila & Jim Chambers, Susan 
Ryan, The McDonough Family
Sarah LaManna, CVT, Weymouth Landing 
Cat Care Team
Mary Lyons, Susan Eilenberger
Kathleen Meagher, Rita Minton
Scott Miles, Carol Boylan, Alexis 
Accomando,Nancy Moraski, Michelle 
MacLellan,George & Judy Czelusniak, 
Richard Czelusniak, Boston Bridge 
Services
Dorothy Mitchell, Mary & Robert Miklos, 
Lois DiPasqua, Ron & Laura Colpis
Janet Parisi, Patricia Souza, Ronald 
Fratoni, Michael & Janet Marra, Mike & 
Deby Souza, Bonney & David Solomon, 
Mark Chamberlain,Marion Schang,Dolly 
& Wes Clarke, Harriet Hutchinson, 
Pat Lynch, Kathleen O’Hara Kelly, Jill 
Sullivan Browne, John & Barbara Good, 
Robert Skiba, Roberta McGrail, Tom & 
CelesteDevlin
Pat Pezzulo, Richard & Katherine Nevins
Irene & John Rogers, Susan Leyden
Lenny Rowe, Terry & Bob Walsh
Patricia  “Tricia” Ryan, Jane Oneto, 
Eleanor Woods, The Woods Family, Kerri 
Hallahan, The Hallahan & Connelly 
Families, Susan McCullough, The 
McCullough Families, Richard & Carole 
Cahill, Donna Williams, John Proude, 
The Boston Harbor Lobstermen’s Co-
Coperative, Fred, Wes, Steph & Donna 
Penney, David & Nancy LaRosa
Italina “Edie” Steinmetz, James & Maria 
Pagnotta, Elizabeth Ganzer, Robert & 
Paula Tedesco

November 1, 2022 - April 31, 2023

Pauline Stanton, Louise Dirksmeier
Michael Wales, Howard Hammond, 
Kathleen Hannick, Jocelyn Reitzel 
Sullivan 

IN MEMORY OF
SPECIAL PETS: 
A Special Pittie, Caleb Shaw
“Brooks”, Michael Kaplan
“Gracie” & “Chappy”, Barbara Sullivan
“Jake” Siegal  QAS Alumni, Stacey Siegal
“Luke”, Anonymous
“Maddie” Wilson, Kathleen O’Hara -Kelly
“Penelope” CIT Team Mascot, Jonathan 
Wiegand
“Pixie” & “Kynan”, Candy Zanelli
“Riley Harrison” Zweig, Angela Rapko, 
Brian Barletta
“Sansa” McMurray, Finn & The Morahan 
Clan
“Schroeder” Sullivan, Francis Emanuele

IN HONOR OF:
Trish Gallerani (Xmas Gift), Barbara 
Sullivan
Harriet Hutchinson, Nancy Reed
Collin Myers (QAS volunteer), Mom & Dad
Virginia Navickas (Xmas Gift), Barbara 
Sullivan
Joan Perrow ( B’Day), Judith Guzovsky
Anthony Ramiglia, Barbara Sullivan
Janice Seiller, Kathy Payne
Marie Stewart, Ryan Siegel

IN HONOR OF SPECIAL 
PETS:
“Benny”, Ellen & Steve Thompson
“The Boys”, Susan Flint
“Petunia Sophia Nosegay”, Anne Haigh
“Pokey”, Patricia Frederickson
“Stripes” and the Barn Cats, Beth Szezgiel
“Timber” McMahon, Martha Plotkin

KIDS THAT CARE 
 Charlie Deane 11th Birthday, Donated 
Toys and treats for residents
Snug Harbor 5th grade class, Fundraiser

SPECIAL THANKS 
Best Friends Animal Society, $2000 
Grant
Harbor Health Inc. of Mattapan, Donated 
knitted and crocheted throws made by 
patients
Break Rock Brewing Company, Jay 
Southward &  Quincy Is Everything, Jeff 
Sullivan  Fundraiser, $1500 donation  
IMO “Smurf”
Agnes Gidley Memorial Fund, $5251.72 
Annual Grant since 2015
Pardy Charitable Trust, Monthly Grant

Employees that donate monthly and 
request company match donation or 
company matches their volunteer hours
Ameriprise Financial
Berkshire Partners, LLC
Eaton Vance
Granite Gives Back, Inc
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
John Hancock
Johnson & Johnson
Macy’s Inc
McKesson Corporation 
MFS Investment Management
Petfinder Foundation
Quincy Mutual Insurance Company
Raytheon Corporation
State Street Corporation
TRUiST
United Airlines
United Health Group
U.S.Bancorp Foundation
Voya Financial

THANK YOU TO OUR 
VETERINARIANS
Kristin Scott  DVM
Dr. Brady DVM , 
Dr. Jo Traveling Vet Clinic, Weymouth
Canton Veterinary Hospital, Canton
Come Together Animal Clinic, Dorchester
F. A. C. T.  The Clinic,Weymouth
South Coastal Veterinary Hospital, 
Weymouth
VCA , Weymouth
Veterinary Urgent Care Center, Quincy
Weymouth Landing Cat Clinic, 
Weymouth
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We apologize if we inadvertently failed to 
include your tribute or misspelled any name. 
We are very careful to ensure the privacy of 
our donors. We do not share or sell names to a 
second party. We also do not list anyone who 
requests to remain anonymous. Please let us 
know if you do not want your name to be listed. 
We receive donations through company plans, 
and they do not designate your preference. We 
are always most happy to acknowledge our 
donors.

About Quincy Animal Shelter and 
Our Mission Statement

The Quincy Animal Shelter is primarily a volunteer-run organization. 
The Shelter relies completely on our volunteers and the community 
for support. Incorporated in November 1999 as a non-profit 
Massachusetts charity, we are also a recognized charity under 
Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Service code. Since 1999, 
the Quincy Animal Shelter has placed more than 7,500 cats and 
dogs into loving homes throughout New England. We are committed 
to finding the right home for every adoptable animal in our care. 
Every animal receives age-appropriate vaccinations, is spayed or 
neutered and micro-chipped before being placed in its forever home. 
Delivering this type of care involves many volunteers, an active and 
dedicated management, and a lot of money. Our annual budget runs 
approximately $250,000 in order to provide services to the animals in 
our care and serve the continuous needs of our growing community.

Our mission is to advocate for companion animals by providing safety 
until home placement of those in our care, to promote spay and 
neuter programs as a means to control pet overpopulation and to 
be the leading community resource for education on proper animal 
welfare.

ABOUT US

The Williams Nicholson family of Wayland are paying it forward!

When Bourbon was in our care, he had some major dental issues that 
we were able to take care of thanks to the Mickey medical fund. In his 
honor, his new family made a very generous donation to the Mickey 
medical fund, so that we can help other animals in need!

BUSINESSES WHO 
SUPPORT US
Animal Pharm. LLC
Almquist Flowerland, Quincy
Break Rock Brewing Company, Quincy
Chewy.com
Ermont Inc, Quincy
Envision Bank
Fratelli’s Pastry Shop, Quincy
Frozen Freddie’s, Quincy
Fox & Hound Wood Grille and Tavern 
Fox Rock Foundation
Granite Lock Company Inc, Quincy
Granite Telecommunications LLC
Hofbrau Bar & Grill, Quincy
Inde Salon, Quincy
Keezer Sportswear, Weymouth
Lighting & Lamps, Quincy
L & L Pet Grooming, Quincy
Ocean State Job Lot Quincy & Rhode 
Island
Petco Foundation
Pet Supplies Plus, Quincy
Pick of the Litter, Quincy
Quincy Mutual Fire Insurance Company
Quirk Auto Dealers, Quincy
Roy Chambers Photography, Milton
Salty Paws Design, Quincy
Sandy’s Pet Grooming
Star Markets
Stop & Shop, Quincy
Subaru of America
Superlative Printing, Stoughton
Ultra Electronics, Braintree
Willard Veterinary Clinic, Quincy
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QAS had five, 11week old puppies 
in need of socialization. There is 
no better way to accomplish that 
than to have the puppies meet an 
awesome Brownie Troop! Fourteen 
girls from Braintree Brownie Troop 
83301 came to QAS to meet our pups 
and to earn their Pet Badge.  This 
requires them to learn what a pet 

costs, food responsibilities, and where 
a pet should sleep. Additionally, 
understanding the pet’s personality 
by watching its body language, 
learning some basic obedience 
commands, and understanding its 
energy levels.  As you can see in the 
pictures, the puppies and girls were 
very happy!  

KIDS THAT CARE!

Big Thanks to the 5th grade Snug 
Harbor student council students 
had a fundraiser and gave us the 
proceeds of $350.00. 



Summer 2023

15

For more information, visit QuincyAnimalShelter.org

INFORMATION
For more information, visit 
QuincyAnimalShelter.org

STREET ADDRESS
440R East Squantum St. 
North Quincy, MA 02171 

MAIL ADDRESS
P.O. Box 690088
Quincy, MA 02269

PHONE
(617) 376-1349

EMAIL
info@quincyanimalshelter.org

ADOPTION HOURS
Saturdays 10am-2pm and by 
appointment only.

Please note: Animal surrenders 
are by appointment only.

VISIT // CONTACT // 
CONNECT WITH QAS

WELCOME LYNN 
BUSKEY!
Lynn has served as a volunteer dog 
walker at Quincy Animal Shelter 
for approximately five years and 
has been involved in many QAS 
fundraising events over the years. She 
is an avid animal lover, with a special 
place in her heart for all dogs.
Lynn is an attorney who practices 
in the areas of estate planning and 
estate administration and is licensed 

QAS NEWS

Got QAS Wear?

Yes we do and you can get 
your paws on some by calling 
us at 617-376-1349 or email us. 
Tell us what you want and will 
make arrangements for you to 
pick it up! 

to practice law in Massachusetts, 
Florida and New Hampshire. She 
has a Bachelor’s Degree in English 
from the College of the Holy Cross, 
a Juris Doctorate from Suffolk 
University Law School, a Master 
of Business Administration from 
Suffolk University’s Sawyer School 
of Management, and a Master of 
Laws in Estate Planning from the 
University Of Miami School Of Law.
Lynn lives in North Quincy with her 
two rescued Chihuahuas, Samantha 
and Charlie.

Interested in joining our Board?  
Check out how to apply at 
www.quincyanimalshelter.org

QUARRY STREET 
UPDATE
Although the photo does not look 
that exciting it really is! This is finally 

happening. While still more than a 
year away, we can see the amazing 
light at the end of the tunnel. We are 
hoping for occupancy in early 2025!
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Sign up for our email newsletter today on www.QuincyAnimalShelter.org.
Let’s save animals and trees.

This Edition of The Scoop is dedicated 
to QAS Volunteer, Feral Cat Manager 
and Board Member Janet Parisi.

This year we said goodbye to one of our 
dearest friends, Janet Parisi. In her nearly 
20 years with QAS, Jan wore many hats.  
She began as a dog walker, ran our feral cat 
team for many years, served on our board 
of directors and was a generous benefactor. 
She took on many roles at QAS, but the one 
we will miss most is “friend.” 


