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Director’s Letter
The Mickey Fund was
established many years ago
as a fund to use when abovea n d - b eyo n d m e d i c a l c a r e
was necessar y to treat an
animal. More than ever, we
need donations to sustain this
fund. With the economy still
tough for the average person,
more people are surrendering
or abandoning their animals
because they are unable to
care for them.
I recently received a call from a
desperate dog owner. She had
been unemployed for 9 months and had just returned to work.
Married with 2 small children, she had limited funds to spend
on her 5-year-old Shi Tzu, Nunu. When Nunu became very
ill, Cynthia took her to the vet. She was told it was likely her
unspayed female had Pyometra, a fatal infection of the uterus
if left untreated. The price tag quoted to save the dog: $800+.
Cynthia contacted ever y group she could think of for
assistance: Fairy Dog Parents, Tufts, MSPCA, the Animal
Rescue League of Boston. She applied to Red Rover and
a few other groups online. Due to the severity of the dog’s
condition, she needed immediate assistance, which she was
unable to secure.

In desperation, she called QAS to surrender her dog. As
she told me the story, I had to tell her we could not take in
any dogs; we were full. I then considered that if we could
help this woman, her dog could stay in the obviously
loving home she had.
I contacted Dr. Scott at Canton Veterinary Hospital and
asked if they would help with this; they provided us with
ongoing exceptional care and support. It was a Friday at
4:15 pm. I arranged for the owner to get her dog to Canton
by 5:00 pm. Dr. Scott x-rayed and determined Pyometra
was likely. She immediately took the dog into surgery to
remove the uterus. Contacting me after the operation,
she said Nunu had done well; however, the next 24-48
hours would be critical. In her opinion, the dog would not
have lived another day without the surgery.
This is a photo of what she removed.
Happily, Nunu is doing very well! None of
this would have been possible without your
generous donations to the Mickey Fund!
We have had to use monies for several
surgeries this year; lives have been saved
thanks to your donations to the Mickey
Fund and our veterinary partners!
Kit Burke
Shelter Director

Meet Our New President
The Board of Directors is pleased to announce that Bre-anne Every Harris
was nominated and voted in as President of Quincy Animal Shelter Board
of Directors effective September 16, 2014.
Bre has been with the shelter for a number of years; volunteering on the
canine team and the fundraising group. She was co-chair of the 2014
Wine Event as well as giving her time to the 2013 Cause 4 Paws event.
An experienced sales and distribution operations professional, Bre serves
as John Hancock’s Senior Manager for Retirement Plan Services Sales &
Distribution Technology. She is responsible for managing the relationship
between Global Infrastructure Services and RPS Sales & Distribution as
well as managing the day to day support of 175 field personnel.
Bre lives in Braintree with her husband and two dogs: Ducky and Dexter
(formerly QAS Alum Copper).
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Yoda and Snowflake:
A Success Story
- Jen Fogelson
It is heartbreaking for any animal that has been in a home
as a pet to become homeless. From having a bed, furniture,
room to roam and play, and windows to peer out of to being
in a much smaller cage. It is especially hard for senior
animals, as it is tougher for them to have their routines
upheaved after so many years. Often times, seniors are
discarded for younger animals or because their owners are
unwilling or unable to pay the costs of their care.
Such was the fate of Yoda and Snowflake, a 12 year old
brother and sister pair who has spent their whole lives in
one home. Fortunately, Yoda and Snowflake were brought
to Quincy Animal Shelter, a no kill shelter, where they were
given a chance to find their true forever home.
Yoda and Snowflake got their own large cage, which is the
best that the shelter could provide given its overcrowded
space. They had plenty of hiding spaces, cat beds,
scratching posts and toys, and the volunteers all tried to
give them love. Although everyone could tell that they
wanted attention, they were too traumatized to come out of
their hiding places and Snowflake would often hiss or swipe
when someone reached out.

The couple, Claudette and Jerry Newhall, came to meet
Yoda and Snowflake. It was love at first sight! The Newhalls
could see how great these cats were, and they decided to
give them a safe forever home for the rest of their lives.
Yoda and Snowflake have settled in nicely. It took a little
time, but the Newhalls were very patient and gave them
time to adjust, as experienced pet owners know to do when
welcoming new animals into their homes.
Yoda and Snowflake are flourishing with the Newhalls.
They spend many hours in laps, napping, being petted and
getting tons of love.

Time was not helping to get these seniors adopted. Many
months passed, and there was little to no interest in these
wonderful cats. Yoda would often come to the door of their
cage waiting to be picked. Due to the stress of being in
the shelter Yoda and Snowflake’s best traits did not come
through.
One day, after watching them languish for many months,
a volunteer took them to her home to foster them and to
give them a little vacation. The hope was that they would
relax and come out of their shells. She couldn’t keep them
because she already had three of her own.
T h e tr an s for m at i o n
was amazing and
almost instantaneous.
After
getting
adjusted, both cats
were ver y friendly
and affectionate.
There was purring
ever y where, they
jumped and played and
they slept in the sun.
Amazingly, a few days after Yoda and Snowflake went into
foster, a fantastic couple emailed the shelter to ask if they
were still available. They had just lost their 20 plus year old
cat, Tom, to cancer, but their hearts were ready to rescue
again. The volunteer was able to tell them all about them
and what fabulous pets they would make.

Thank you to the Newhalls for giving Yoda and Snowflake
their dream retirement home!! It takes special people to
realize that seniors are not discards and that they deserve
to live their golden years with love and dignity, with people
who will care for them and give them great lives.
All animals deserve to be adopted into forever homes,
whether they are kittens or puppies or very old cats and
dogs. Next time you think about adopting, please consider
adopting an older cat. They are amazing!
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Congratulations to Gwen Ford!
by JoAnne McCarthy
Gwen Ford was born and raised in Pennsylvania a little
over 32 years ago. The family practiced as Quakers and
Sunday readings were often read on a local farm with
animals wandering in the background. Her love of animals
started there. Growing up the family always had cats and
dogs and she began riding English in her teens. Gwen
rode and competed for five years.
Gwen left Pennsylvania for Massachusetts after high
school to attend UMass Boston where she double majored
in English and Biology. She minored in Chemistry with an
eye to going to vet school, but life got in the way. Gwen met
Tony, a divorced father of 4, and they have been together
since. Along the way Gwen became a very involved step
parent and before too long two children moved in, followed
soon after the other two.
Tony worked the day shift and Gwen waitressed, always

Animal Control
Corner - Don Conboy
In early September, Quincy Animal Control took custody of
twelve dogs. These dogs were living with one person and
are now being cared for by us until the case is decided.
The Quincy Animal Shelter volunteers have really stepped
up to give these dogs great care, socialization and plenty
of exercise.
The volunteers have always made every dog that has
come into the shelter, through various circumstances,
a better and happier dog and thus contributed to a very
successful and thriving organization.
Thank you for all you do.

with an eye on veterinary school. As time went by she
attempted to get fellowships at different animal protection
groups. She was unsuccessful but also undaunted. About
three years ago, Gwen began volunteering one morning
a week at the MSPCA, and then luckily she found QAS. I
remember when that tall, calm, beautiful woman walked in
on her first day. The respect and love she showed those
animals was evident to all.
In July her dream and persistence payed -off; she had been
accepted to the Cummings School of Tufts Vet. Medicine
to study for her Masters in Animals and Public Policy, with
the intent of going on to vet school upon completing her
masters.
At the end of August, the Friday a.m. crew wished her a
tearful goodbye. Gwen promises us she will be available
for shifts during the holidays.

Thanks to all who participated in our Paint Nite event!
It was a lot of fun and a great success, $485 was
raised! Stay tuned, we will be doing another in the
future!
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1999-2014: 15 Years of Rescue. Let’s Celebrate!
It is time to have a really big party and we are going to have one on Friday, November 14, 2014!
By Sandra Sines
It is time to celebrate everything that we have accomplished
over the last 15 years. Our first 15 years have truly been
amazing. Take a moment and read the Success Stories on
our website and you will understand how proud we are that
our mission has been successful.
Since 1999 we have found homes for more than 7,500 dogs
and cats. We have seen more than 1,000 volunteers join
the cause to rescue homeless animals. We established
a pediatric spay/neuter program that ensures all of our
animals are “fixed” before they go home. Our feral cat
program volunteers have trapped more than
1,500 unwanted cats that were either
trapped, neutered and released (TNR)
or, if friendly, they were placed into
the adoption program. QAS also
established a low cost spay/
neuter program to assist those
in need all over the city. Our
Canine Team makes sure
our dogs are ready for the
real world by conducting
behavior assessments and
creating a training plan
to ensure success when
they leave us. We have a
team of dedicated foster
care families that care for
our pregnant cats and kittens
each season.
We also help the humans that
need us during difficult times. We
encourage responsible pet ownership
so that pet owners and non-pet owners
can peacefully co-exist. We pride ourselves on
being an accessible resource for the community. But what
we are most proud of is the fact that we have contributed
to the reduction of euthanized animals in this country. In
1970, there were more than 20 million unwanted animals
in the United States and in 2012 that number has dropped
to 4 million. That is amazing; still too high, but an amazing
improvement!
Our success comes from our passion, our compassion,
and staying on course. We pride ourselves on being a nokill shelter and what that truly means is that dogs and cats
have second or third or fourth chances when they come
to us. We will do whatever we can to reach a positive
outcome for all. That is why we are all here. We do this for

the animals and ourselves too. The rewards are endless.
With 15 years of purrs, snuggles, and tail wags -- what
could be better than that?
We have a lot to be proud of and we could not have done
this without the support of our QAS family of volunteers,
the City of Quincy and all of our elected officials, our
wonderfully supportive Animal Control officers, Don
Conboy and Bruce DiBella, and our patient veterinarians
and their staff. The list goes on and on. There are too many
wonderful people to mention.
The Quincy Animal Shelter was the vision of
Siros owner, Kristie Henriksen. Kristie saw
the condition of the shelter and the lack
of resources available to the Animal
Control officers so she decided to
take matters into her own hands.
The rest as they say is history. In
1999, the first official fundraiser
was held at Siros and it was a
huge success. The event raised
$20,000 and that was the seed
money to get the shelter off and
running. So what better way to
celebrate our milestone once
more with Kristie; but this time
the celebration will be at PORT
305 located in Marina Bay. Our
goal is to raise at least $20,000
again. So please come join us for
great food, entertainment and our
Pawcasso Art for the Animals Event.
It will be a great night out. Tickets are
priced at $50.00 per person with all proceeds
will support the Quincy Animal Shelter. Call 617376-1349 for ticket information or visit us on line at www.
quincyanimalshelter.org.
Our Anniversary is important to us. It means that we have
defied the odds. There was a time when we never thought
we would make it. We always thought of ourselves as
the “little shelter that could” and we did. We did this for
the animals not just in Quincy, but for homeless animals
everywhere. We have big hopes and dreams for the future;
we are still needed to do this work. There are still many
dogs and cats that need our help. We hope you can join
us and celebrate our success. Stop by anytime and take
a look at what we have accomplished. You will not be
disappointed. Thank you for your support!
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Meet Pancakes
Pancakes is my name, and I’m a well-proportioned (large) orange and white boy
(5 years old) who just wants a quiet loving home to enjoy. I love having spaces to
walk and roam, but so enjoy being a loving lap cat. Catnip is ok, but not necessary
as I enjoy being stroked and talked with. You will in turn find me butting you with
my head and asking for more attention. Let’s make a home together.

Meet Zoey
Hi I’m Zoey! I’m a petite 2 year old tan and black striped girl. I was pregnant
and alone when a nice person took me in until I had my babies. Unfortunately
they couldn’t keep me so I’m hoping another nice person will fall in love with
me. I’m a bit shy but I will warm up to you in time (some snacks can speed
up the process!) I get along with boy cats but not girls. I also don’t do well
with children or dogs-they scare a shy girl like myself. I’m hoping someone
with a quiet home is reading this and will give me a chance. I promise you
won’t regret it!

Be a Guardian Angel: Sponsor a QAS cage or kennel
Our Guardian Angel Cage & Kennel Sponsorships are available for three months, six months or one year and
can be dedicated to a family member, friend or pet. Your sponsorship provides a safe home for the animal! A
Guardian Angel card will be placed on the kennel indicating your support. We can also share a card and/or
picture that you provide. Please mail in the form below with a check & instructions.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Yes! I would like to Sponsor a QAS cage or kennel!

[ ] Dog Kennel Guardian Angel

Name:

[ ] Cat Cage Guardian Angel

Address:
[ ] $300 - 1 Year
City:				State:		Zip:
[ ] $150 - 6 Months
Phone:
[ ] $75 - 3 Months
Email:
Name & information to be displayed on cage:
The Quincy Animal Shelter will not share your contact
information with any third party.
Please make checks payable to the Quincy Animal Shelter
and Mail to P.O. Box 690088, Quincy, MA 02269

[ ] picture enclosed

Tributes
(May 28, 2014 - September 26, 2014)
Donations made in memory or in honor of special friends
In Memory of:
Andrew Denuer – Kathleen Kelly
Bebe – Nicole & Donna Noseworthy
Bentley the Corgi (a loyal friend of QAS) – William Whitney
Carl Widman – Catherine Heath
Cleta Tassinary – Adam Paxman & Selection Unlimited,
Robert Donald, Peter & Denise Carpenter,
Quincy Council on Aging & Health Department staffs
Daisy – Michael Metzger
David Panora – Natalie & Bryan Donovan, Wendy McAlister,
Joseph DiCesare, Willard Veterinary Clinic, Cynthia &
Charles McCloskey, Barbara Cosseboom
Frederick Kennedy & Buster – Jim & Stephanie Berlo
George – The Donovan Family
Irene Rogers – John Rogers, Kristin & John Rogers, Susan Leyden
Karen Ruth Bortnick – Louis Bortnick
Kathy Barry Cleveland – Mary Govoni
Kathy Barry Cleveland’s birthday, July 1 – Laura Dimascio
Mojo – Sandra Lee
Phoebe (adopted from QAS) – The Sullivan Family
Rebecca Knight – Joseph Mercuri
Teresa Peruzzi – Linda & Danny Zandona
Yooper – Sue Schroepfer
Brendon Potter – Nancy & Carl McRae
Catherine Kingsbury – Marlene Monto
Emily Miller – Kathryn Stickel
Jean O’Hara – Jessie Tenaglia, Beverly O’Hara, Joan & Kevin
Shepherd, Kathy Kelly, Vicki Crowley, Adele Burns,
Robert Cullinan, Mary Kelly, Frank & Anne Kelly, the
Swinton Family, Carol Dorn, Mary Griffith,Clare Lyons,
Patricia & John Bowen, Wendy & Samuel Abraham
Jeanne Dickey – Carrie Heinonen, Heather Gonski, Heidi Pearl,
Joanne McCarthy
Jeffrey Pinkham – Anne & Richard Lyons, Jacqueline Nestor,
Segal Roitman LLP
John Nally – Lois Nally
Miss Emmy – John & Linda Defreitas
Nancy Peterson (dedicated QAS volunteer) – Susan Conway,
Chris Antonucci, Joanne McCarthy, Janet Parisi,
Jean Hunter, Peg O’Brien, Carol Radke & Family,
Sandy Dreyer, Edward O’Neil, Ronald Sharland, Linda
Della Barba, Willard Veterinary Clinic, Carol Rowe,
Walter & Judith Adams, Cathy Whitley, the Kinsella
cats, Stephen & Evelyn Jakub
Ralph Campbell – Mike Gorton
Teresa Peruzzi – Linda & Danny Zandona
Wilbur McPhee – Sandra Lee
In Honor of:
Freckles – Patricia Smith
Kiera – Dianne McDonald
Rita Minton – Margaret Schneider
Bre & Mark Harris’s anniversary – Kathleen Harris
Cat adopted from QAS 10 years ago – Stacey Siegel
Cosmo Burns – Cheri Burns
Fay Lee’s retirement – Co-workers at Thomas Crane Library
Janet Parisi – Helena Zubrin, June Gibbs
JoJo Starr – Ann Christine Jones
Marjie’s birthday – Ronnie Lee
Shelter cats – Murphy L Catt, Oliver (aka Snookie)

Wedding of:
Brittany & Mark Mordaski – Bob & Jan Guerrera
Jane Parillo & Bruce Rollins – Vivian Weisman
Laurie Carter & Patricia Williams – Christa Chapman
Leo Kelly & Margaret Milne – Linda Stice & Ken Tarabelli

Special Thanks
Courtney Higgins is a QAS dog care volunteer and an Arbella
Insurance Company employee. She submitted QAS in the
Employee Giving Program raffle for $1,000 to be donated to a
charity of her choice, and she won! Thanks, Courtney, for all you do!
We are always most grateful when friends of the shelter think of us
on happy occasions. The following couples included QAS on their
wedding day by donating to the shelter in lieu of wedding favors to
guests.
Nicole & Jonathan Danho are QAS volunteers (5 years) who were
married on May 23.
Brittany & Mark Mordaski (adopters).
To all the folks who took our baby bottles and filled them with their
spare change: The money helped to provide care for the more than
150 kittens we took in this summer.
Rotary Club of Quincy for their generous donation.
Neponset Valley Survey Associates for their generous donation.
U.A. Plumbers & Gasfitters Local Union #12 for their generous
donation.
CHAI (Community Housing for Adult Independence) who have
donated many items.
L & L Pet Grooming for making our cats look beautiful.
Central Garden & Pet Inc. who donated items to care for our dogs
and cats.
Janet Clifford & Christine Ralph who for many years have
donated the proceeds from their yard sales to us.
PETCO Foundation – Be A Lifesaver Campaign: donations were
collected at PetCo store registers throughout the country to help
save the lives of animals. We received a check in the amount of
$1,148.49 as a Charitable Partner of PetCo. Thank you to those
customers who donated at our local stores.
To all the folks who donate monthly through PayPal to support the
shelter.
To the supporters who donate through their company payroll
deduction plans and matching gift programs.

Kids That Care
Karen C., Lan L., Nhi T. & Mona Z. of North Quincy High School
had a baked goods and lemonade table at the shelter to raise
money for QAS.
Faith Gagnon & Sarah Gorham baked dog biscuits and cookies
and sold them at a local dog park.

We are very careful to ensure the privacy of our donors. We do not share or sell names to a second party. We also do not list anyone who requests to remain
anonymous. Please let us know if you do not want your name to be listed. We receive donations through company plans, and they do not designate your
preference. We are always most happy to acknowledge our donors.
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Membership & Donations
Contact Information

All proceeds go to animal care & operation of the
Shelter. Your donation is tax deductible.

Please update if you have moved or changed your address!

Membership
[ ] Senior – 60 years & older

$15

[ ] Student – 16-23 years old

$15

Name:
Company:

[ ] Single

$25

Address:

[ ] Family

$50

City:

Zip:

Phone:

Donations

Email:

[ ] Business

$200

[ ] Lifesaver

$500

[ ] Angel

$1,000

The Mickey Medical Fund

____

Please make checks payable to the Quincy
Animal Shelter and mail to P.O. Box 690088,
Quincy, MA 02269.
Or you can save a stamp & donate online
with a credit card via our website at
www.quincyanimalshelter.org

Pays for extraordinary medical care
Wesley’s Wish Feral Car Fund

State:

____

Pays for the care of feral cats

Join the conversation: we’re on Facebook &
Twitter!

[ ] Other

If you have any questions you can email
marketing@quincyanimalshelter.org

Enclosed is my check for $
[ ] I wish to remain anonymous.

Tribute Gifts
This donation of $

is in [ ] Memory of or in [ ] Honor of:

Name:
Please notify them via address: _______________________________________________
From Name: ___________________________ Address:

_____________________________

City: ______________________ State: ________ Zip: ____________
Phone: ________________________________________ Email: _________________________________ [
] I wish to remain anonymous
Tribute gifts help us care for our animals.
12
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About QAS

Wish List

We urgently need:
Royal Canin Dry Baby Kibble
Fancy Feast Kitten Food (cans)
Just Born Kitten Formula
Kitten Nursing bottles
Friskies Cat Food (cans)
Yesterday’s News Brand or Fresh News Cat Litter
Tidy Cat or any Scoopable cat litter
Buster Cubes, balls and interactive toys for dogs
Small Dog treats for training (Biljac brand preferred)
Paper Towels
Laundry Detergent & Bleach
Cascade Dishwasher Pods
Corrugated cardboard scratching pads for cats
Kitten season is here! Scratchers from Stretchandscratch.com are needed
Cat toys, furry mice
Dry cat food for our Feral Cat Pantry (open bags are ok)
Tuna Fish (cans)
Gift cards to Pet Supply Plus, Petco, super markets, Walmart
Postage stamps

Can you help? Give us a call with any questions!

617-376-1349

The Quincy Animal Shelter (QAS) is a
primarily volunteer-run organization that
places over 500 homeless cats & dogs
annually. We are a nonprofit organization
designated under section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code and are
recognized as a Massachusetts charity.
As a no-kill shelter we make every
effort to find appropriate placement
for each animal in our care. Every
animal receives vaccinations and if
they are of-age they are spayed or
neutered before becoming available
for adoption. Younger animals are adopted
with a pre-paid spay/neuter certificate. You
can support QAS with your time, treasures
and talent! We are always looking for help!
Volunteer your time at our shelter. Donate,
your money or treasures, sponsor a cage
or kennel, use your corporate matching gift
program, become a QAS sponsor, purchase
QAS wear or attend an event! We can use
your talents with grant writing fundraising,
and other skills!
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HELP QAS SAVE MONEY & TREES BY SIGNING UP FOR OUR E-NEWSLETTER TODAY! IF YOU’RE INTERESTED SIGN
UP AT MAILINGLIST@QUINCYANIMALSHELTER.ORG

